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Synopsis

Why would a casino try and stop you from losing? How can a mathematical formula find your future
spouse? Would you know if a statistical analysis blackballed you from a job you wanted? Today,
number crunching affects your life in ways you might never imagine. In this lively and
groundbreaking new book, economist lan Ayres shows how today’s best and brightest organizations
are analyzing massive databases at lightening speed to provide greater insights into human
behavior. They are the Super Crunchers. From internet sites like Google and that know your tastes
better than you do, to a physician’s diagnosis and your child’s education, to boardrooms and
government agencies, this new breed of decision makers are calling the shots. And they are
delivering staggeringly accurate results. How can a football coach evaluate a player without ever
seeing him play? Want to know whether the price of an airline ticket will go up or down before you
buy? How can a formula outpredict wine experts in determining the best vintages? Super crunchers
have the answers. In this brave new world of equation versus expertise, Ayres shows us the
benefits and risks, who loses and who wins, and how super crunching can be used to help, not
manipulate us. Gone are the days of solely relying on intuition to make decisions. No
businessperson, consumer, or student who wants to stay ahead of the curve should make another
keystroke without reading Super Crunchers. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition

of this title.
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Customer Reviews



As an open source consultant getting into the Big Data and Analytics-field, this books was an
inspirational read about how "thinking by the numbers" really is the new way to be smart, and with
hands-on examples about how bad things can go when we leave the decisions to our own
device.You won't find anything ground breaking stuff here, but | can assure you that you will find the
nuts and bolts of analysis, backed up with stories from the real life.It is an easy read who also gives

you a few pointers as to what other literature to read. | can highly recommend it.

"Tried and True" vs Innovative"Rule of Thumb" vs Scientific Method"Gut Hunch" vs Verifiable
Methodologylf you are on the left side of each of these pairs - read this to see why "the other side"
can be very helpful.lf you are on the right side of each of these pairs - read this to see why maybe
"vs" should at least be "and" - using scientific method and techniques to quantify or revise the best
guesses of "the experts" - combining factors that the experts consider in ways that produce

repeatable and verifiable results - from baseball to wine and farther afield.

Despite being nearly a decade old now, it's a great book for a general background in the world of
big data. Interesting to see how things have changes since then. For example a TB is not nearly as

impressive as it was when this book came out!

| am not a statistician but | found this book very enlightening if not, at time, disconcerting. While

Super Crunching is here to stay it is frightening what is known about each individual.

Interesting

| thought this book was interesting.It begins by basically explaining number crunching and then
shows a bunch of examples of number crunching and the different ways you can use it.All-in-all, |

thought this book was okay. Interesting, but not great.

This book provided for me critical, foundational background knowledge as | researched for and
wrote my book (on the topic of predictive analytics). This book is an inspiration, and one of a small
number of must-reads | heartily urge all creators and thinkers to pack for your next flight!Eric Siegel,

Ph.D.Founder, Predictive Analytics WorldAuthor, [...]

Great book with lots of examples of real world applications. Not enough explanation of the math, but



it does encourage the individual to seek more information
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